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W
ith this artwork, Em

ilien suggests to listen and understand nature again. If hum
an 

beings m
anage to be m

ore connected and careful with the environm
ent, the whole 

world would benefit. In a way, αsklipion is a proposal for a better life, in sym
biosis 

w
ith nature.

Artistic intent

αsklipion is an art installation project aim
ed at raising awareness about m

edicinal plants. 
It is a light, sound and plant installation, visible by night and day, that talks about alter- 
native m

edicine and helps to tell which plant brings which benefit to the body.

In G
reco-Rom

an antiquity, an αsklipion is a sanctuary of healing, dedicated to Asklipios. 
In the Hom

eric epic Asklipios is the god of m
edicine. Son of Apollo, he is the m

ythical 
ancestor of the Asklipiades, a dynasty of physicians practicing in Cos and Knidos, of 
which Hippocrates is the m

ost illustrious m
em

ber.

H
alfw

ay betw
een the G

reek tem
ple from

 w
hich the w

ork takes its nam
e, an 

apothecary’s stall and an open-air exhibition w
all, αsklipion consists of 120 lam

ps 
housing frozen plants m

agnified by light and m
usic.

Concretely, αsklipion translates plants into light and sound. The work offers the 
viewer a soothing, alm

ost therapeutic experience. Its light and sound program
m

ing is 
constructed in harm

ony with the m
edicinal properties of each plant. Relaxing, it recalls 

the processes of light therapy and m
usic therapy. Labels will allow the spectators to 

identify each plant and its properties.

The m
usical creation of Cédric Béron is thought to relax, inspired by the study of David 

Lewis-Hodgson, a neuropsychiatrist whose study has dem
onstrated the power of m

u- 
sic to reduce anxiety. The colors, sources of energy com

bined with the soothing power 
of m

usic and the virtues of plants, im
m

erse the viewer in a harm
onious and rejuvenating 

universe.

αsklipion is an ode to nature, a haven of peace in the bustle of the city.
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Approach

Echoing the current ecological context w
hich questions the link betw

een m
an 

and plants, the αsklipion project was born in Em
ilien’s head during a walk in the forest. 

He started from
 the observation that we do not really transm

it the knowledge related 
to the plants that surround us. He thus had the idea of creating a work to recreate the 
conditions of this transm

ission. He solicited the illustrator and herbalist Claire Lebeau 
to m

ake first tests of integration of plants in a lum
inous and sound device (see the pho- 

tos opposite and below).

In a second step, he asked his friend and biologist Em
eline M

ourocq to explore diffe- 
rent techniques allowing to retranscribe the frequency produced by plants dried 
in their natural state through sound and light.

Several plants will be tested. During these tests, the frequencies they will generate will 
allow to im

agine light and m
usic. In the end, αsklipion is a m

ixture of aesthetics, 
m

edicinal properties and sound frequencies.
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An experience both dirune and nocturnal

BY D
AY

A soothing, educational experience. Daylight reveals the natural colors of each plant. 
The public can contem

plate the whole and read a discreet label on each lam
p to identify 

the plants. A pannel put next to the installation explains the benefits of each plant.

BY N
IG

H
T

The frequencies produced by the plants are translated into a loop of light and sound, 
bringing the whole installation to life. Inspired by light therapy and m

usic therapy, this 
visual and sound track offers a m

om
ent of relaxation. The labels can also be read at 

night, keeping the pedagogical dim
ension of the work.

Video

Video report Lyon Light Festival: https://w
w

w.youtube.com
/watch?v=a5d1hhaFSi0

National TV report shot during the creative residency:
https://w

w
w.instagram

.com
/p/C0JNJM

1SO
Rt/
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C
reative team

Em
ilien G

uesnard
Artistic direction

Em
ilien G

uesnard is a visual artist and lighting designer based in the M
onts du Lyonnais 

next to Lyon in France. He creates light and sound installations for public spaces that 
question the world and its changes. He blends light in all its form

s with haunting sounds 
that project our im

aginations into other worlds. In addition to m
aking it his profession, 

light has been a veritable m
eans of expression for him

 since childhood. Between exhi-
bitions, concerts and his wanderings around festivals, the artist experim

ents with this 
intangible m

aterial that he tam
es and shapes, no longer as a showcase, but as the m

ain 
actor in his creations.

Past projects:

2024 : O
rder2O

O
 - M

ons Light Festival, BE
2023 : Asklipion - Saint-G

ervais M
ont-Blanc Light Festiva, FR

2023 : Asklipion - Lyon Light Festival, FR
2022 : Pulse - Lyon Light Festival, FR
2022 : Beacon of Hope - Collaborative installation in co-creation with 
Craig M

orrisson - G
low Eindhoven, NL & Lyon Light Festival, FR

2022 : O
cto - G

eneva Lux, CH
2021 : O

cto - Saint-G
ervais M

ont-Blanc Light Festival, FR
2021 : O

cto - Lyon Light Festival, Lyon FR
2021 : O

rder2O
O

 - Um
bra Light Festival, Vittoria-G

asteiz, ES
2021 : O

cto - Vilnius Light Festival, LT
2020 : O

rder2O
O

 - Saint-G
ervais M

ont-Blanc Light Festival, FR
2020 : O

rder2O
O

 - Vilnius Light Festival, LT
2019 : O

rder2O
O

 - Lyon Light Festival, Lyon, FR
2019 : Particules - Photo exhibition, La Tannerie, Bourg en Bresse, FR
2018 : Particules - Photo exhibition, Acqueduc, Dardilly, FR
2017 : Particules - Photo exhibition, Kolle-Bolle, Lyon, FR
2016 : P36 - Fort en ballade exhibition, Feyzin, FR
2016 : Particules - Photo exhibition, Epicerie M

oderne, Feyzin, FR
2016 : Particules - Exposition photo, Epicerie M

oderne, Feyzin, FR
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C
édric Béron

Sound design

Disque Noir aka Cédric Béron did a little m
usic as a child. 

But m
usic theory is not for him

. As a teenager, he tried 
his hand at rock’n’roll. And he quickly understood: what 
interests him

 is recording, understanding how the sound 
m

aterial goes from
 the instrum

ent to the m
agnetic tape... 

That’s how he has been earning his living for the last thirty 
years thanks to the sound production of records, recor- 
ding techniques, concert sound system

s... He has worked 
for Radio France, the Epicerie M

oderne, Pezner, and has 
done sound system

s for the theater, the cinem
a, m

usic 
festivals, and boom

s. This «sound plunderer» as he defines 
him

self does not really have a guideline, but a strong need 
to express what he feels. Sm

all scores appear in his head, 
or a tone, an im

age, which then takes shape through his 
m

any collaborations. For 4 years, his sound creations have 
accom

panied the light choreographies of Em
ilien’s installa- 

tions. The latter creates the lum
inous score, Cédric draws 

the sounds that it evokes, bringing the hypnotizing depth 
characteristic of their projects. 

Em
eline M

ourocq
Biologist

Em
eline M

ourocq is a biologist specialized in evolutionary 
biology. Trained as a laboratory technician and then as a 
researcher, she is now a freelance biostatistician. She is 
passionate about nature in general and the well-being it can 
bring to living beings. She uses the benefits of plants and 
other natural products in the cosm

etics she m
akes in her 

spare tim
e for herself and her fam

ily.

C
laire Lebeau

Visual artist & herbalist

Claire Lebeau is an artist from
 Lyon who presents plant and 

dream
like works through floating sculptures under a globe 

and pencil drawings that seem
 to com

e straight out of a 
cabinet of curiosities. Her work is strongly influenced by her 
love of scientific illustration, flora and fauna and the notion 
of beauty.
Her intuitive creations, like sm

all jewel cases crystallized in 
tim

e, m
etaphorically link the anim

al and plant world to hu- 
m

an nature. They highlight the paradox between a bene-
fi- cial, fragile, im

perfect, sublim
e nature and at the sam

e 
tim

e dangerous and brutal. https://w
w

w.instagram
.com

/
thebotanistdesign/

Scenitz Productions
Production

For the past six years, Caroline Bernard has been accom
-

panying independent artists in the digital arts sector as a 
production and distribution m

anager. She helps them
 in the 

deploym
ent of their m

onum
ental projects, in particular in 

the public space. She also coordinate a training program
 

for em
erging artists in the Lyon region, financed by Lyon 

M
etropole in order to support local creativity. In 2024, she 

builds her com
pany Scenitz Productions to be able to pro-

vide a 360° support to artistic projects. 

Pôlette - service de l’AAD
N

Adm
inistration

W
ithin the AADN ecosystem

, Pôlette is an adm
inistration 

and production service. It was designed to support artists 
and sm

all structures at the crossroads of the arts, sciences 
and technologies. By m

aking available its skills, its national 
network and its fifteen years of experience, AADN gathers 
around Pôlette a com

m
unity of professional experts in hy- 

brid arts and digital cultures.
It has been supporting Em

ilien G
uesnard’s projects adm

i- 
nistratively for 4 years.
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Tech info

Structure: 4,5 m
 x 4,5 m

 / height : 4 m

Tw
o structure options :

- closed structure with water fountain on a closed loop at the heart of the 
installation.
- open structure: the public can go inside (no fountain)

Surface required: 8m
 diam

eter

Light: 120 m
arine lam

ps adapted with RG
B LED lights

Sound system
: on top of the structure and one sub inside

Transparency: the view crosses the artwork

Visibility: by day and by night

Environnem
ent: outdoor or indoor

Pow
er: 1 x PC16

W
eight: 330 kg

M
ediation: plant identification labels on lam

ps and explanatory panel 
(alum

inum
 dibond) positioned next to the installation
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Tech info

Travelling team
:

- Em
ilien G

uesnard - artist
- Cédric Beron - sound designer

Building & dism
antlind schedule:

D-2: structure building + lighting & sound system
 installation (3 people)

D-1: tests / final rehearsal (3 people)
Event: switching on and off, m

inor m
aintenance (1 people)

D+1 : dism
antling (3 people)

+ 1 security agent from
 building to dism

antling

To be provided by the organizer:
- 1 technician to help building & dism

antling
- 1 on-call technician during event for sm

all m
aintenance if necessary

- power
- security
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Sustainability

Thought to last over tim
e and to be shown at other events, αsklipion is environm

entally 
cautious:
- reuse of existing m

aterial
- its structure is m

anufactured in France
- its plants com

e from
 local harvesting

- low electricity consum
ption (LED system

)
- its assem

bly & disassem
bly tim

es are very short and do not require construction m
achinery

C
ontacts

Em
ilien G

uesnard
Artistic & technical direction
+33 6 28 18 64 69 em

ilien@
em

ilienguesnard.com

C
aroline Bernard

Production
+33 6 95 43 13 04 caroline@

em
ilienguesnard.com

Pôlette by AAD
N

Adm
inistration

+33 6 51 49 84 20 polette@
aadn.org

3 6 Rue Em
ile Decorps 69100 Villeurbanne France

SIRET num
ber: 484 752 928 000 65

VAT num
ber: FR70 484 752 928


